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	Location:
	Caistor Outdoor Pursuits
	Date:
	April 2009
	RA Ref. No.
	5



A copy of this risk assessment must be read by the Climber, Instructor, and where required the parent or guardian.
	Operation:
	Use of High Ropes
	Persons at risk:
	Climber, Instructor, Spectators

	HAZARD
	Assessment
	CONTROL MEASURES TO REDUCE THE RISK
	Re-assessment

	
	S
	L
	R
	
	S
	L
	R

	Equipment failure
	4
	5
	20
	All equipment will have mandatory inspections as required by legislation and records of inspections will be maintained.  All equipment will be inspected prior to use and will be assembled by trained staff and in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.  Any damaged or unauthorised equipment will be removed from use until repaired or replaced.  No additional equipment may be used during climbing activities without written permission of Caistor Outdoor Pursuits and only with supporting documentation and certificates.

	4
	1
	4

	Falls from height
	4
	4
	16
	All climbers are to ensure they have received the safety brief.  Helmets and harnesses are to be worn and correctly adjusted and climbers/staff are to remain clipped onto the safety lines at all times.  Only two climbers at a time are permitted onto any one element of the high rope equipment.  Climbers using the high ropes will be supervised by a member of the Caistor Outdoor Pursuits staff at all times.  Personnel belaying will remain clipped onto the ground anchor points at all times.  All descents will be controlled using the safety lines operated by the person belaying.

	4
	1
	4

	Existing medical conditions
	4
	3
	12
	All climbers are to ensure that they have received the safety briefing given by Caistor Outdoor Pursuits.  All existing medical conditions, special needs or pregnancy are to be advised to the Caistor Outdoor Pursuits staff during the booking in procedure.  Personnel are only to use the equipment when authorised and supervised by a member of the staff.


	4
	1
	4

	Unauthorised entry into the climbing area or onto the high rope equipment
	4
	3
	12
	Spectators are to remain in the viewing area behind the barriers when watching the climbers.   All access points into the climbing area will be monitored by a marshal to prevent unauthorised access.  Spectators or visitors are not cross rope barriers to access the climbing area.  Children are to remain under the control of a suitable adult when in the viewing area.  All climbing access points are removed at the end of the working day to prevent unauthorised use.

	3
	1
	3


	Operation:
	Use of High Ropes
	Persons at risk:
	Climber, Instructor, Spectators

	HAZARD
	Assessment
	CONTROL MEASURES TO REDUCE THE RISK
	Re-assessment

	
	S
	L
	R
	
	S
	L
	R

	Adverse weather conditions
	3
	4
	12
	Caistor Outdoor Pursuits staff will monitor the weather conditions and wind speed and will suspend or cancel the activity if it causes safety to be affected.  Caistor Outdoor Pursuits staff will give a safety brief of the area including any wet apparatus on the high ropes before climbing activities commence.

	3
	1
	3

	Slips and Trips
	3
	3
	9
	All climbers are to ensure they have received the safety brief.  Climbers are to know the location of the ground anchor points and the structure support cables for the activity that they are undertaking.  Care is to be taken when moving from one activity to the next.  Climbers are to ensure that suitable footwear for the out door conditions is worn.  Spectators are to remain in the authorised viewing areas.  When moving around the site ensure that you remain on the designated walkways.

	3
	1
	3

	Entanglement
	3
	3
	9
	Hair nets are to be worn where necessary and long hair is to be kept inside of the helmets provided at all times.  Clothing is to be correctly fitted or secured prior to climbing.  Where possible jewellery and watches should be removed prior to commencing climbing activities.

	3
	1
	3


	↓Severity
	Likelihood  →
	
	
	

	
	Very unlikely

(1)
	Unlikely
(2)
	Possible

(3)
	Probable
(4)
	Likely
(5)
	KEY:
	S = Severity
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	L= Likelihood
	

	No Injury (1)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	
	R= Risk rating  (S x L)
	

	Minor Injury (2)
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10
	
	High risk
	

	Major Injury (3)
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15
	
	Medium risk
	

	Death (4)
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20
	
	Low risk
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